
Keeping you in the loop...
This newsletter highlights some of the most enjoyable parts of being the 
Managing Director of Abergeldie. 

We have the usual updates on current and complex projects. We know the 
work is important. That is what we do. 

It is enjoyable when we get industry recognition for the work we do. That 
lets us know we are doing better than the average contractor.

This has been a great year for award recognition of Abergeldie. We have 
won 4 state CCF Earth Awards, 2 in QLD and 2 in NSW. We have also won 
national awards for Lucinda Wharf (CCF - Construction Excellence) and 
Ulan Ventilation Shaft (Australian Mining - Contract Miner of the Year). The 
reason we have won these project awards is our people. The high level of 
skill, dedication and ingenuity found within our work force, along with a 
culture of safety and flexibility continues to produce high quality outcomes. 

Some of our staff were recently acknowledged in the CCF Presidents Awards with Sean Fitzgerald being 
judged by Workcover NSW as the Construction Safety Individual of 2013. Daniel McPherson was also 
acknowledged as the Certificate IV graduate of the year. In all we had five finalists at this awards night.

Another enjoyable part of my role gave me the  opportunity to represent Abergeldie and visit Timor Leste 
to see the work of WaterAid. WaterAid do vital work for the world’s poor and Abergeldie is proud to be a 
supporter.

I hope you enjoy reading this update and I look forward to catching up with all our clients in the near future.

Mick Boyle 
Managing Director 
Abergeldie Complex Infrastructure™ 
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Building better communities, Mick visits Timor Leste

Lucinda Wins 
National CCF 
Earth Award



 MICK VISITS TIMOR LESTE
  - WITH WATERAID, AUGUST 2013

In August this year I had the privilege of representing 
Abergeldie as part of the Australian water industry in 
Timor-Leste. The water industry raises money for WaterAid, 
and Abergeldie is a contributor.

WaterAid transforms lives by improving access to safe water, 
hygiene and sanitation in the world’s poorest communities. 
WaterAid works with people in 27 countries in Africa, Asia, 
the Pacific region and Central America.

WaterAid in Timor-Leste has been operating in the Liquica 
district (one of 13 districts situated 35km west of Dili) since 
2007. 

The district is home to over 63,000 people, of those 92% live 
in rural areas. By the year 2012 WaterAid and its partners 
have provided an estimated 12,206 people with access to 
water supply, sanitation and hygiene services. WaterAid 
and partners have contributed to an approximate increase 
of 20% coverage with improved drinking water sources and 
sanitation by 2013.

The country is one of the world’s poorest with high infant 
and maternal mortality rates. Timor-Leste has made 
spectacular progress in reducing its under-5 mortality from 
12% to 6.5%

The trip in August included senior executives from 
companies such as Degrémont, Gosford City Council, Yarra 
Valley Water, Guidera O’Connor, Permeate Partners, Trility, 
University of Queensland, Interflow and John Holland.

On the trip I visited the Pre-WASH village of Lunguslete. To 
travel to the project we drive 35km west of Dili then 6km dirt 
road. The trip takes over 90 minutes to travel. The existing 
water supply has a piped water facility dating from the 
Indonesian period, which is now largely damaged and non-
functional. Many rely on a nearby stream about an hours’ 
walk away. Most of the community do not have toilets and 
have no alternative other than to using bushes and streams.

Due to open defecation practices the water source is 
vulnerable to contamination. A community Action plan and 

The system implemented in the Lunguslete village involved 
a multi reservoir gravity flow system built by community 
participation in the design process and contribution of 
local materials as well as construction works (labour and 
mason) with technical support from implementing partner 
Malaedoi. 

The pipe line is 1.4km and there are 10 public stand posts, 
26 toilets and awareness on handwashing and tippy tap 
facilities.

The village spokesperson was very grateful for the help 
they had been given to improve their village and lives. He 
asked us to continue to help adjoining villages so they get 
the same benefits. 

This is a wonderful thing WaterAid do. Abergeldie is 
helping them to build a better community in Timor-Leste.

Mick Boyle

Water User Group (GMF) has been formed and planning 
started. 

The WASH program stands for Water and Sanitation and 
Hygiene.

The following day I visited the Post-WASH village of 
Laguleur located about two and a half hours drive from Dili. 
The project benefits 178 people. 

Before implementation of WASH the community didn’t have 
any piped water supply facilities and were facing extreme 
hardship for water. The water from the closest stream, an 
hours’ walk away was polluted.

The community had one shared toilet. Due to the Timor-
Leste climate and flooding , open defecation was a 
potential source of contamination for communities located 
downstream. 

Mick at the WaterAid toilet factory At the WaterAid office in Dili

The beautiful kids of the village Being greeted at a highland village

With the WaterAid representative at a highland village The WaterAid office in Dili

The toilets provided through the WaterAid process A tap stand provided through the WaterAid process
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PROJECTS UPDATE
 - CURRENT AND NEWLY AWARDED PROJECTS

Schofields Road
ROADS AND MARITIME SERVICES, NSW

The OHL-Abergeldie Schofields Road Upgrade Joint Venture is well advanced on 
the second stage of upgrading a 2.1 km stretch of Schofields Road, between its 
intersections with Windsor Road at Rouse Hill and Tallawong Road at Schofields 
in western Sydney, replacing and realigning the old two lane road with a four lane 
dual carriageway and two new triple-span road bridges. Traffic has now been 
diverted from the old road to the first of the two bridges and the first of the two 
new carriageways. Stage 2 earthworks on the second of the main carriageways 
are progressing well. The abutments and headstocks are under construction at 
the eastbound bridge, retaining wall RW1 footings are in progress and stormwater 
lines are currently being installed to the main intersections as well as services 
being installed throughout the carriageway. The old power poles along Schofields 
Road have now been dropped for a much neater looking job.
Value $ 36 million

Shone Avenue
WOLLONGONG CIT COUNCIL

In early April, Abergeldie was awarded a contract for Shone Avenue 
Realignment at Horsley. The project involves the construction of a 3-span, 
47m long x 16.74m wide road bridge, extensive earthworks and bank 
stabilisation to redirect the course of the flood-prone creek, relocation of 
existing water and telecommunication services, 400 m of new approach 
roads, new street lighting, and demolition of the old bridge.

The new alignment of Shone Avenue and the new bridge are to the west 
of its existing path, commencing from the point where it crosses a private 
railway line. Works on site started in May 2013 and are on track for 
completion in early January 2014.

Value $5.7 million

One Mile Creek Bridge
IPSWICH CITY COUNCIL

Abergeldie has been contracted to reconstruct the southern approach 
to the flood damaged bridge, which provides an important access link 
to the Ipswich central business district. Works include removal of flood 
debris, regrading of embankment batters, installation of rock mattresses 
and plastream pipe sections, and replacement of rock pitching to the 
abutment. The project also requires asphalt pavement, slab and culvert 
removal works, installation of storm water culverts, guardrail and footpath 
installation. Works are due for completion in January next year.

Value $ 2 million

Mullet Creek Bridge, Dapto NSW
WOLLONGONG CITY COUNCIL

Abergeldie has been contracted to construct a new road bridge over 
Mullet Creek at Cleveland Road, Dapto. The scope of works also includes 
removal of an existing footbridge and relocation of services including 
power lines and poles and a DN100 Sydney Water Main. The bridgeworks 
comprise piling, excavation, concrete abutments, installation of precast 
decking planks, approach slabs, railings and parapets. The water course 
will be stabilised with new gabion walls and creek scour protection.

The contract was awarded early November. Site possession will take place 
late November, with the project scheduled for completion in May 2014.

Value $1.7 million

NATIONAL WINNERS
 - AWARDS, AWARDS AND MORE AWARDS

It’s been an incredible, award winning year for Abergeldie. Our work is 
often challenging; after all, we do pride ourselves on being the complex 
infrastructure specialists. Our teams gain a great deal of satisfaction and 
pride in delivering projects but never the less, it’s fantastic to be recognised 
for our efforts by the industry associations in which we work.

Since our last newsletter, Redbank Creek Bridge won Category 2 at the QLD 
CCF Earth Awards and Lucinda Bulk Sugar Terminal Cyclone Yasi Repair 
Works, received the national award after winning Category 4 in the QLD 
awards.

Ulan Ventilation shaft has received two prestigious awards: Category 3 at 
the NSW CCF Earth Awards and Contract Miner of the Year Award at the 
Australian Mining Prospect Awards.

Our people were also recognised at the CCF NSW President’s Awards 
with finalists in the Certificate III Graduate of the Year, Supervisor of the 
Year and Administration Support Person Categories – and winners in the 
Construction Safety Individual (Sean Fitzgerald) and Certificate IV Graduate 
of the Year (Daniel “Macca” McPherson).

Lucinda Bulk Sugar Terminal
Nearly all of the works were carried out at heights, over water, up to 5.76 km out to sea, and sometimes under water, demolishing and 
repairing unstable, damaged structures, services and equipment.

Specialised marine access, work platform and lifting equipment were used for the project. The key element was a Sea Lift 4 jack-up 
barge, with a capacity of up to 250t, supported by four hydraulic “spud” legs.  A 150t lattice jib crawler crane worked from the jack-up 
barge platform. There were also two shuttle barges and the 1,200 HP “Black Panther” 24 m utility vessel to move them around. The tug, 
barges and crane enabled a complex array of moveable gantries and access platforms to be erected to enable repairs to the wharf and 
jetty cladding to proceed. More than 18 months after the cyclone hit, the first ship to use the refurbished terminal was loaded with 27,000 
tonnes of sugar on 28 August 2012.

Ulan Ventilation Shaft
This contract was for design and construction of a 4.5m finished diameter, hydrostatically lined, vertical ventilation shaft to a depth of 
46m to serve underground coal mine workings at GlencoreXstrata’s Ulan West Operations. GlencoreXstrata had originally envisaged a 
conventional drill and blast approach to construct the new shaft, but accepted Abergeldie’s proposal that blind boring be adopted as 
methodology for sinking the shaft, with welded steel liner segments be used in lieu of the originally proposed segmented concrete liners. 
The blind boring rig used for the project is owned and operated by Abergeldie, and is one of the largest of its type in the world.

Top and bottom left: Lucinda Bulk Sugar Terminal Repairs, National CCF Earth Award 
Winner

Ulan West Ventilation Shaft: Winner of Contract Miner of the Year, Mining Prospect 
Awards and Winner of Category 3 in NSW CCF Earth Awards

Top: National CCF Earth Awards Presentation night, Lucinda took out 
Category 4. Bottom: Our people being presented with awards
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SEQ Water Dam Remediation
Abergeldie have just completed works immediately below the 
spillways of Queensland’s Wivenhoe, Somerset and Borumba Dams 
to repair damage caused by overtopping and emergency releases 
during the 2011 and 2013 floods.

At Wivenhoe dam, most of the repair works were to the recreational 
area on the southern embankment of the river below the dam 
wall. Roads were rebuilt, pavements stabilised, new canoe access 
tracks created and extensive earthworks carried out to stabilise and 
reprofile the river embankments. 

At Somerset Dam, extensive remediation works were carried out 
to the severely eroded right bank of the Stanley River. Abergeldie 
installed a new reinforced concrete spillway training wall, carried 
out repairs to scours, installed a new access road, replaced 
guardrails and handrails and installed rock protection and rip rap to stabilise embankments. 

Works at Borumba dam included remediation of the dam’s concrete embankment toe, valve house, spillway and plunge pool areas, 
and reinstatement of handrails and access pathways. To stabilise the river banks and bed, rock rip rap was placed downstream of the 
spillway and steel reinforced rock protection was installed adjacent to the spillway itself. 

At all three sites, care was taken to protect the riparian habitat. At both Wivenhoe and Somerset dams there are important populations of 
Australian Lung Fish, both within the dam reservoirs and in the rivers downstream. The waters above and below the Borumba dam are 
home not only to Australian Lung Fish but also to the endangered Mary River Turtle, which is found only in this one location.

PROJECT FOCUS
 - COMPLEX PROJECT SPOTLIGHT 

Lennox St Bridge Portals
Abergeldie has been awarded a contract for the construction of two portals through the outer abutments of the State Heritage listed 
Lennox Bridge to provide continuous east-west foreshore access for cyclists and pedestrians using the riverside pathways along both 
banks of the Parramatta River. 

The project is Stage One of the Federal Liveable Cities Parramatta Renewal Project which is funded through a partnership of Federal, 
State and Council contributions. It is part of a wider strategy to activate the Parramatta River foreshore and part of the Parramatta Valley 
Cycleway, which is a continuous off road shared path linking Westmead, Parramatta Park, Parramatta City Centre, Sydney Olympic Park 
and Meadowbank.

The works will comprise:
 � Construction of two underpasses for shared pedestrian and cycle paths, one through each the northern and the southern approaches 

to the bridge.
 � Renewal of the road surface and footpaths on the bridge.
 � Reinstatement of the sandstone balustrade to the eastern side of the bridge.

Tunnelling through the outer abutments to create the two portals will be carried out in stages using cut and cover methodology, with only 
partial lane closures at road surface level. 

COMMUNITY NEWS
 - BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES

Sustainability
Abergeldie is committed to reducing its impact on the environment 
and encourages others to do the same.

ACT LOCALLY - Within our business we are rolling out measures to 
reduce power and paper usage and landfill waste disposal.

THINK GLOBALLY - As members of Sustainable Business Australia 
(SBA) and signatories to Businesses for a Clean Economy (B4CE), 
we advocate business solutions to reducing pollution.  This 
includes putting a price on carbon emissions to give incentives to 
business and the community to look for more sustainable ways of 
operating.

Recent Sustainable Initiatives
WASTE DISPOSAL - A new waste disposal system was introduced 
in our NSW and QLD offices which focuses on reusing, recycling 
and composting in order to reduce landfill waste.

TYRE RECYCLING - For years, tyres which have been used in our 
construction processes have been sent to land fill for disposal.  We 
now send these tyres to be recycled and reused for other purposes.

LIGHTING: New energy efficient LED lighting has recently been 
installed throughout our Head Office in Sydney.

World Toilet Day
Abergeldie will be sponsoring a toilet for Unity Water’s 2013 World 
Toilet Day campaign! Held on 19 November, it’s an international 
day of action to help break the cycle of disease and poverty 
caused by poor sanitation in developing countries. Year 7 students 
throughout the Sunshine Coast and Moreton Bay will be inspired 
to share their knowledge of the importance of sanitation with 
their peers, community and the media through an innovative art 
competition. Up to 30 schools will be provided with an education kit 
and donated porcelain toilet, which will become their medium for 
the competition.

Annual Cheque-Up for the Vinnies Van
On 5 November in Sydney head office, Abergeldie handed over our 
annual sponsorship cheque for the Western Sydney Vinnies Van.  
This marks six years of support for the service which provides 
food, drinks and chat to the homeless in Penrith and Parramatta 
364 nights of the year.  We also acknowledged the support of our 
wonderful volunteers who assist on the van throughout the year - 
often turning up for duty straight from work  - serving on the van 
until 11 pm  - then back to work the next morning.  Thank you to 
all involved.

Special Children’s Christmas Party
Abergeldie is again sponsoring the Newcastle Variety Club Special 
Children’s Xmas Party, which gives kids with disabilities a fun night 
out with their families.  Staff based in Newcastle have volunteered 
their time to help in the toy room on the night - we are proud to 
support this worthy cause
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