
Abergeldie Complex Infrastructure 
is a leading engineering firm 
that operates as head contractor 
to state and local council 

authorities, as well as utility suppliers and 
mining companies, delivering high quality, 
complex infrastructure solutions.

 The business targets projects in areas, 
says managing director Mick Boyle, which 
require a “smart solution to complex 
problems” and it has expertise in a number 
of industries such as water and sewage 
treatment, electrical sub-stations, complex 
bridges and blind-bore drilling for mining 
projects.

Abergeldie is headquartered in Regents 
Park, NSW and has offices in Southern 
and Northern Queensland, the ACT and 
Newcastle. It has the ability to deliver 
projects across Australia and New Zealand.

“Abergeldie Complex Infrastructure was 
established by me in 1994 with its mission to 
deliver the complex infrastructure needed 
to build better communities,” says Boyle, 
who has led the development and growth of 
the business. “That mission statement has 
guided the company’s development, starting 
with a single office in Sydney and expanding 
throughout eastern Australia. Abergeldie 
started in Sydney working on small, complex 
civil infrastructure projects such as bridges, 
dams, and marine works. With the number 
and scale of projects growing, we opened 
up in Brisbane, and now have offices in 
Newcastle, Mackay and Canberra.”

Abergeldie is a licensed builder in the 
New South Wales, Queensland, and the 
Australian Capital Territory. It is also 
licenced for demolition works and has, over 
the years, further extended the range of its 
operations through acquisitions of related 
companies with which they had previously 
co-contracted on larger, more specialised 
projects, Boyle says. 

“In 2000, with an eye on opportunities 
in the mining industry, Abergeldie joined 
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Mick Boyle established 
Abergeldie Complex 
Infrastructure in 1994, its 
mission being to deliver the 
complex infrastructure needed 
to build better communities. He 
talks to Australasia Business 
Outlook. By Ian Armitage
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Winmalee Sewage Treatment Plant is a treatment facility 
located on the western outskirts of Sydney, NSW, Australia.  
The plant is operated by Sydney Water, with the plant 
servicing the population encompassing the lower Blue 
Mountains.  The plant is located in an environmentally 
sensitive area and is located on an escarpment, near the town 
of Winmalee NSW. Site conditions are very constrained. 

Sydney Water proposed some extensive modifications within 
their secondary biosludge reactor basin with additional pump 
capacity and pipe upgrades required. Prior to such works 
being undertaken the reactor basin needed to be emptied  
and sludge removed and transported to disposal.

The reactor basin has a filled volume capacity of some 
8000m3. It was estimated that the average solids content was 
8% throughout the basin with solids content higher at the  
bottom of the basin becoming less solid towards the surface.

ATEK Specialised Industrial Cleaning Services Pty Ltd ,  
a specialist contractor in waste management, was engaged 
to provide a suitably economic solution to the problems 
presented by the site location, terrain conditions and 
environmental restraints.

The chosen solution involved the use of ProFab® geotextile 
dewatering tubes, vacuum truck technology, small 
amphibious dredging methods and the use of dewatering 
accelerants.

In total some 4200m3 of sludge in a transportable state was 
recovered through the use of the geotextile tube process. An 
additional 2500 m3 of sludge was captured in polymer treated 
settling tanks. All discharge water was returned within the STP 
system.

A traditional alternate treatment of pumping and 
cleaning with transfer of  waste to a suitable waste facility 
has been estimated to be in excess of $500,000.  The 
geotextile tube process was less than half of these costs.

Positioning the geotextile tube

Filling of geotextile tube commences
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with John Zeni to establish Ardent 
Underground,” he explains, talking about 
one such acquisition. “This added blind 
bore drilling to our capabilities. In 2007 
Abergeldie purchased 100 percent of Ardent 
Underground Pty Ltd, which now operates 
as Abergeldie Mining. In 2008, the company 
acquired John Young (Kelvinhaugh) Pty 
Ltd, after a long period of association, 
bringing in-house a depth of expertise and 
experience in civil process engineering. 
The civil process portion of the business 
now contracts as Abergeldie Young Process 
Engineering, offering design, supply, and 
installation services to a broad range of 
clients in the wastewater treatment, water 
supply, fuel, food and materials handling 
industries. We had been doing this kind of 
work ourselves on a reasonable scale, but 
we wanted more depth to our capabilities to 
and take on a broader market. John Young 
Kelvinhaugh had been a very well respected 
process-engineering operator, and with that 
acquisition we can now do a lot more, larger 
scale work, especially in the water treatment 
field.”

Abergeldie also saw opportunities in the 
steel fabrication industry, having for several 
years sub-contracted out a lot of high value 
work of that kind on many projects. In 2009, 
it acquired 50 percent of ASM Fabrications 
Pty Ltd, which specialises in the fabrication 
of aluminium, mild steel and stainless steel. 

“What’s next?” Boyle asks, “we’re 
targeting 30 percent growth year-on-year 
for the next three to four years. Certain key 
target growth sectors have been identified 
but the business also is very capable of 
adapting to capture opportunities as they 
arise.” 

The business is growing strongly at 
present, he says, and the team is focused on 
continuing this growth pattern. 

“2011 has been a good year for us. FY 
Revenue dropped a little in line with the 
market reduction but the business was 

Atek
A-tek provides an extensive range of 
industrial, commercial and residential cleaning 
solutions. these solutions are custom 
designed to handle every aspect of Industrial 
Plant and Industrial equipment Cleaning.

taking into consideration that every Industrial 
site has specific Industrial cleaning challenges, 
A-tek tailor make every solution, whether it be 
from solvents, pressure, heat, air, abraisives 
or chemical - to specialised industrial cleaning 
equipment, we ensure that the most efficient, 
effective and environmentally friendly method 
is used.

A-tek provides a range of services including 
silo cleaning, high pressure water jetting, 
drain & sewer clearing, pipeline rehabilitation, 
waste management, vacuum loading, tank 
and vessel cleaning.  For a full description of 
the services we can provide, please visit our 
website www.a-tek.com.au or call Dominic 
Wiggett to discuss the best solution for your 
operation. 

able to maintain healthy profit margins and 
develop a platform for future growth. 

“At the moment, civil infrastructure is 
quiet in NSW and Victoria,” Boyle adds. 
“It has also been quiet in Queensland but 
we have noticed an increase in work over 
the last four to six months as the flood 
reconstruction work comes on line. Mining 
infrastructure in NSW and Queensland has 
increased in the last six months. 

“The past year has certainly been quieter 
with many of the BER stimulus projects 
reaching completion and new projects being 
delayed by Federal and State elections, 
as well as by discussion about the mining 
tax. It also did not help that large parts of 
Queensland was affected by flooding in 
the first part of this year. These delays are 
now behind us and we are seeing more 
opportunities in the mining sector and 
in civil infrastructure work in NSW and 
Queensland.”

Boyle also says there is a trend towards 
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Clockwise from top left: Cotter Dam 
Viewing Platform, Canberra ACT. 

Grahamstown Dam, Newcastle NSW.
Potts Hill Substation. The Ponds Bridge, 

Sydney NSW. Mitchelton Station.
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Governments handing out infrastructure 
projects in large parcels to the larger 
companies. “A project worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars would usually be seen 
as beyond the capabilities of a company 
like ours, and we might not even be given a 
chance to tender,” he explains. “To combat 
this trend, we focus on parts of those project 
parcels that are just too complex for some of 
the larger companies to tackle because they 
do not have the special skills that we have 
developed over the years.”

Abergeldie may not take on all the biggest 
jobs, he stresses, but it tackles the hard 
ones that no one else can do - and does them 
well. Abergeldie’s blind boring expertise is 
a case in point. “By focusing on delivering 
complex projects, we are driven to innovate. 
Our blind boring capability is a good example 
of our ability to innovate. It is world leading. 
We have designed and built the largest blind 
boring rigs in the world capable of drilling 
6.5m diameter to 600m deep in a single 
pass. Nobody is doing anything like that, 
anywhere.”

Blind boring is one of those areas of 
specialist expertise that has become almost 
a trademark technology for Abergeldie. Its 
application is much in demand. “Blind boring 
is particularly beneficial if it is a new mine 
situation,” says Boyle. “We have developed 
a method to drill shafts bigger than anyone 
else in the world with the blind bore method 
and we have developed a tunnel capability. 
Its application is much in demand among 
clients who need to drill a new mine shaft. 
Blind boring is particularly beneficial if it is a 
new mine situation, because you don’t have 
existing underground access at the time 
when you need a new shaft especially if the 
mine location has poor ground conditions.”

A core of good people is Abergeldie’s 

greatest competitive and Boyle 
is aware of the importance of 
keeping them happy. “I think the 
most important thing is to keep 
doing interesting projects, because 
that is how you keep talented 
people interested,” he says. “What 
is the secret to our success? It is 
delivering good quality work for 
clients, and having high calibre 
people. When you have that kind 
of high-calibre team, you can 
meet and exceed your clients’ 
expectations, and we do. Exceeding 
client expectations also wins the 
respect of industry peers, which 
has paid off for Abergeldie in 
the form of a string of industry 
awards. A large part of the how 
and why of winning awards is about 
your client’s perceptions of your 
performance; do a good job that 
the client is happy with and the 
awards should logically follow.”

Boyle truly believes that 
Abergeldie really delivers on 
its promise to deliver complex 
infrastructure that builds better 
communities. “We do,” he says. 
“We also try to build a better 
community by donating a fixed 
percentage of our turnover every 
year to charity.  A major part of the 
investment is in the sponsorship 
of a “Vinnies Van”, which supports 
the homeless in western Sydney. 
What is particular pleasing to me is 
that about 25 of our employees are 
volunteers that work regularly on 
that van. That is the type of people 
that make up Abergeldie and that 
is why we are successful.”   END

For more information visit www.abergeldie.com




